
WILL OF ROBERT TERRILL, OF ORANGE COUNTY. 
VIRGINIA. 

Conlributm and annotated by Mn. Joseph P . Wiggin .. IndianaPOli .. 
Indiana. I~ wilh data on lhe T~rrill,. obtained by loin. Wi,1Pna 
from England. 

In the name of God amen. I Robert Terrill. of I .... Count)' of 
Ora",e and parish of SI. Thomas being siclt and ..eak in Bold, but of 
lOUnd mind and Jr>m>O<Y lhank, be to Almi,hly God for I ............ do 
make and ordain thi, my La.st will and Testament in '~r and form 
followi",. 

First alter I ,haH <luit Ibi. mortal Body I M,;re that I rnay be 
decently buried at lhe ruK1ttion and with tm Solemnity that my Ex
eculofl bereafter may think 61 and proper. 

Ilem. I &iw 10 my II(In Robm Terrill 1M land I purdlased of 
Sponcer Bobo in the C"""ty 01 Culpepu containi", f""r hundred acr« 
more or Ie .. to him hi, bei .. or Assigns forev ..... 

llem. 1 de. ire that the land I ncw live on Containi", Two hundred 
and Thirty one aeres also tbe land I hold in Culpo:pcr which 1 purdlased 
of o.arl .. G,,...... Containin, by E5ti ..... ti"" five bundred acr .. aftu 
my Decca&e rnay be sold by my Executor. and the """"'y Arisinr hom 
the ... Ie thereof ~y ouch l.epcics and be Diyided as 1 ,haH hereafter 
.....,tion. 

Item. I give and bcqueaIM unto Robert Moore. Frana. Moore. 
B~mard Moore and AlelW>der Moore. chlldrm of m)' <laught~r Ann 
Moore deed .. one hundred pounds Current money to be <eq ... !1y di .. ided 
Between them. 

Item. I &i .. e and bcqneathoe mlto I...tda Murra)' and Eli ... bcth Murray. 
childr ... of my daurhter Sarah Murray Deed.. one nea:ro &ir! named 
Lara to be eq ... Uy dividt<\ bctwem tbem or IMir boiu lor......,'. 

Item. I live and bcqllCllthe to my ,.-andchild William Moore. Son 
of m1 <lauchler Ann Moore. deed .. one MIfO Boy named Gcorre and 
fi ..... pound. Currcm mont)' to bim hil helrs or a .. ignl fore"" •. 

1_. I live and beq,oeathc unto my 1""* Robert Tffl"il~ John T .... · 
rill, William Terrill and my da ..... t .... Uary Hudson remai ..... r of 
m)' slava to be <q .... l1y divided bet'lll .... them to than IMir b(iu ~ 

'''ien' forever. 
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II...... giy~ and Bequeath. unto Mary Towl ... Ann Towlts. JOSf'ph 
Towl ••• Jane Towl •• • Fanny Towl ••• Childr"" of my do ..... t.r Sa ... h. 
~ .. "'hich ,he had by Joseph Towle •. Ottd .. T wo hUlld«d ... 00 
lwenty potlhd, Cu,rent """,ey ,<> be equally Divided between them or 
thei, a .. ign. f"'.v.r and to remain ;n th. 1'10,,><1. of my Ex",uto," 'ill 
they corne of age 01' Marry. aoo if ei,he, of Ih.m should die beef",e 
,hal ,i ..... thm 10 bee equally dividtd betw~ lhe .u,viving Children 
above named. 

It.m. I give and bc:qU""lhe to the . urviving Children of my son 
Edmund Terrill. ~ .. T wo hundred and Tw""ty pound. Cur,ent 
""",.y 10 he equany divid«! I><tween lhem. l!>tir h<-i .. or ..... igns forever. 
and the 0<1. money to r=>ain in the hand. 01 my E~ocul"" lill they 
come of age or marry and if any of them """'ld die bc:lore !hoI ,im.: 
tIlei, part 10 be: equally dividod be:t w",," the .u.viving one., 

It..... I g;,'o unto Ephraim Rucnr. Reuben Ruck .... Mary Cr...t 
and Elirabc:th nerrin!J. children 01 my <it<e2oed Dau!Jht.r, Eli .... ooh. 
Two hunMed and Twenly pound. Current money to be: eq ..... lly divided 
oo",.,.n them and their heirS and a .signs for.v .. " (Ex« pt Mary Crto:d 
who I her. h .. di,,,,,oed of hor part npeclOd of my utato. now if thilt 
should be ,he eUe then her part I give t<> he equally- divided bet ..... n 
her children that . he may have of her Body Law fully begottttl). 

It""" It i. my will and d .. ire that the residue <>, my estale of 
what kind 5QCVer be divided into seural eq ... 1 Divisi"". aDd I do 
(liv .. and di,pose of Each Divi.i"" a. follow •. "". of ,he ... id di vi,i"". 
I live to my """ Roberl Te .. ill to him hi. lItir. 01" ... igno forMer. 
()n.e other divi .i"" I live '0 my . on John T .... rill '0 hi. heirs 01" au i",. 
for • ..., •. AI.., another of the said divi.ion. r give 10 be equally divided 
1>e1_.n the . ~,vivin, childr .... of my "", Edmund Terrill, d«<a.< .. d. 
0< their heir. or assign. forever. Al so, another of the said divi.i".,. I 
tin to my .on William Territl to hi. heirs or A.,ign' I"' .. vcr. Also, 
I (live anolher of , he said divi,i"". to my daul!hl.r Mary Hl>doon 
10 her aO>d her heirs or a .. ign. for",'... Al so, another of 'he ... id 
divisions I give to be .. qually divided bc:tween Epltt.im Rud,.r, Reuben 
Ruck ... Mary Creed, and E li ..... beth He"in.g, childrm of my d;oughte. 
EIi ..... beth Ruc . ... ~ .. '0 their heirs or Assign. forev.r. Also. ""e 
other divi,i"" I live ,<> bo equally divided betw .... Mary Towles. 
Ann Towle" Joseph Towles , Jane Towl ... Fanny Towle •. child .. " 
of my doughter Sarah tha, ,he had by ] .... ph Towln. Dccu.sed and 
«main and go in the same manner •• m.",ioned in ,he Ca u •• w!>tre 
I 1.1t Ihe """"y. 

Item, I hilve partly agreed with my Grand.on. RIl.!t Bud""" for 
the T ... ct of land I have in Pamunkey containing live hundred ac ... 
for which he "'"II. '0 give "", ,he sum of """ hundred and ten pound. 
current mone-y, now i{ he eompli •• with lhe bargain I tn.n dnir. thaI 
my Exoe"lo", may eJ<t<1Ite deeds to him for the said land and the 
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money ari sing 1«)I'n ,~ <al~ therwl to be divided all....- th~ upeitl 
are !.a1i.1iM into «:vrn Equal divi sion. and disposed of as above men 
tioned and La.tly I do nomi .... 'e and appoint my lwo son. John Terrill 
and William Terrill Exttuton of thi ' my Last Will and Ten ... menl 
revoking all other Will, by me h~retofOl"e ma,le. In wit"" .. I hue 
hereunto «:t my hand and seal this 13th Day of February ,,86. 

Na,h 'l Weld\. 
Ja"",' Taylor 

Robert Terrill (Seal) 

At a <oou,t held for Orange County on Thuuday a3rd t.hrch 17116. 
Thi. la.t W ill of and Teslamenl of Robert Terrill, dtteaSM. Bring 
" .. ""tod inlo Court by John Turill. one of the Executoo therein named 
and proved by the oaths 01 James Taylor and Nathaniel Welch witl>eS«:' 
Ihueunto, and ~red 10 t.. r~rded and on the motion of the said 
E"",,ulor, who made o;oth according 10 law. Certificate is granted him 
lor obta;ning proi>ato thereof in due f<>rm, "'hereupon he. with James 
Taylor olnd ~jamin Porter, hi, Securities. entered ;nto olnd adeno",· 
ledged their Bond for the same in the lum of four tho.w.nd pound. 
Curr....,y. 

Ttlte. 

JlJrIO$ Taylor. C. O. C. 

A <:<IPY Te.te (sipod by C. W. Woolfolk) Ctrli6ed copy. 

TERRILL NOTES. 

Robert T~rri1l, 01 th. W ill, "'u the son of Timothy Terrill and 
hi, w;le. Eli",belh FOSler. H e was horn in Ntw K.nt Co., Va., and 
bapt;zed on the %5th of o.,ce,uber, 1697 in SL Peter 's Pariah Church 
in which hi. /ather wa. a vestryman. s... St. Pnu', parish Regi"er, 
p. J8. There iI. also. on sa"", pale. record of a son J _ph born to 
Timothy olnd E liz;abdh Terrill. 

Robert Terrill married firs!. Mary Fosler, daught ... of John Foster 
whose wif •. ;1 i, ,upposod, w.o.. Ann Moor., danghler of Captain 
AUJI'Uotine Moore, 01 Eli",bclh City Co., Va. 

When the Wril'" of 'hi' .ket<h wu apprised of the ..,.i .t....,., of 
Robe<t Terril!". Will by an eld..,ly corr."pondcnl, who for a t.rm of 
years-almost fort~d been a faithful &lvu in the original recorob, 
he r.marked in hi' letto" "Aon Tereil! married her COIl. in." Thi, 
."'temenl . .. med . ipifi",nt; and t<>(ether wilh the name, of Ann 
Terrill Moore', son. (distinctive of the Moore family of Chelsea) .... 
gi.en in her lather", Will, and indicat .. a due to Ann Fostor·, fa"';ly 
KIting, [The name Augustine frequently appured in the bmily of 
Moore, of "Ch.1s ... :· of King William Co., and in ,hat 01 Eliz;abtth 



", VllGINIA HISTORICAL NAC .. ZlNE 

City and York, but thoro was «rtainl,. 1'10 relation'hip. In Virrinia at 
lta5l. botw .. n lito Iwo iamiiies._EDIToo., ) 

Thi, deduction is ,i.en in the .pi.i, of ;nve.tiplion. in the I>ope 
that it may meet the eye of a reader p<roonaliy inte .. "'" and who 
"'"'1 be in po .. ",.i"" 01 documentary evMlen« and, throulh it. be 
able [0 authtnticatc this I,acing. 

The .. Wall such a 'endenc,. in cady times toward <""unguin""". 
"",rriasc thaI the ... "'" pal''''')'mit in dOle gm . .... tion. impl, .. 'e
Iation.hip; conoequcnUy, il i • • uppoK<! that Robot! T .... rill·. wile wu 
hi. own """,;n; hi. mother, likewise, bc;ng a F""tr. 

Ther. at. indication .. \00. that John and Eli ... beth Fo,'er """ .... 
broth., and .i'tor to ]"",,ph Foot .. (a vestryman in SI. P~<'T'. p,rioh 
Church) and I"", they wea boTn ah~ ,671, the ~I' 01 the Will 
of William BaSlett. in which mention i. made of "Nephew Joseph 
Fo".r and hi. two .i.' .... Ann and Mary Foster," eao;h under a,ge 
al datc 01 W ill. 

I have boen s<> irnpr ... ed with the Ir<quene), witb whid! the na"", 
"Mary Fostu" ""'.,. the eye on rccord, <>1 her deocendanu that my 
curiosity i. keen reprdinc tbi , .I«t lad~ of $0 many na<ne<ak... I 
6nd the name on page S4~d part 01 Green·, St. Ma rk·s Pari'h 
under the head 01 the Will 01 Richard Si .... _Apri! 16-180) : '·Wif. 
Mary; Child .. n, Robert Terril] Sims; Richard Michlin; Edmond; 
Josepb T.; Henry; Sallie Butler. Avel Coil""., Nancy Tud,e, ; and 
Mary F<>stu Si",..."' The line is obyiously that of the offspring 01 
Robort Terrill. Jr ..• on 01 the TUl:I.tor mentioned abon. 

Of th< posterity 01 Robert Terrill and wile Mary Foster. my in · 
v .. tigat;on. haye been rnainly in the line 01 thti. >00 Edmund Terrill. 
From an old Bible, now in pc>s .... ion of a de..:endanl 01 the late Mf. 
Edward G. C",ndius. of Indianapoli', Indiana, I have copied the 101-
lowing table; ··Edmund Terrill b. Yard! ~"'. '740; Poggy Willi, b, 
February 25,h., t7~1. Married. Novembor ~h., 1760-

h,ue:-E!iuboth Plunkett Terrill; boo-n April 41h. 1762; Ma.y 
FOOl .. Terrill b. June 'lIh., 1j'(i6: John Terrill b. AUK . t3th. 1768 ; 
Edmund b. Feb. 91b., 1770: Sa",b Terrill b. January 41h. 177~; Jane. 
b. April 4th .. 1774; Robert. b. April 3rd. 1177; Jame, b, June nnd .. 
1779; Nancy b. June :nod 178T; F.aJ>CC. & Lucy (Iwin.) b. Aug. 6th. 
178J. 

A. there hao bttn some spteul.l ion . 0 to the parentage 01 Mu. 
Peuy Willi . Terrill and • jump.at condu.;oo accepted by « rtain 
01 be. de<cendants. I take Ihi. opportuoit, 01 proving ito falbey. 
The tr.dition alluded to has bttn given. w;.Je circubtioo and i. to 
the dlect that Peggy Willi., wil~ 01 Edmund Terrill. was Ih. dallllhter 
of Col. H ..... y Willis, lounder of Frederick.bur,. In .uch .tatement. 
th ... is no arl""",nt 0<> .t'OOI a. preci..: <!al." for lhe Lmocking down 
01 a tradition. CuI. Hen.y Willis died 00 Septembu 14th, 17~o. O. S~ 
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and Peny Willi, wa5 born February ~5th, t741, O. S, makina: hoT 
birth just .event""" month. alt~r Col. Henry Willi.'. death. 

In Orang~ County, Va., there i. a Will on 61. of one John Willi. 
dated t76a; ;" wh ich ~tion i, DUde of Wife, Elioabeth; uec:utou, 
son William Willi, and Edmund Terri1l. To the lattfl" he left two 
slaves. Follow;..." is menti"", 01 ~Wa1t .. Shropshire &: the othc .. N 

(of thi .. Ia",,), then the names 01 nine children all under aKe. John, 
Benjamin. Joshua. R""ben, James, Fra...., .. M ...... Lewis I.IId Mary. 

To those familiar with a custom of early ti-. (whieh entitled the 
hwb.and to hc the rtcipic:nt of hi. wife's "'"tromany, .. in the preomt 
instance and ... here the name of the wife il nOl ...... tionfJd in her father'. 
Will, but her hu.band i.), there is no ... uestion as to the ai,ten« of 
such daullhtU. But I have ~ told thai !hi, dr~untl!.1IC<! with 
~fl"tain descendant. has ruled Peggy out as • daughtfl". I .teal! a 
ea~ io Ihe tnlighteMd a~ of the MSeventiH" of a hiKhly iot.lle.;t ... 1 
clergym&fl in a wtS",rn city who, apparendy, wa. so .... ed to tM 
ancient <:IIstom that ... htn it ttampircd that the upeo:ted kpcy through 
hi. father-in·law', Will was Jelt to hi. wife instead. he was greatly 
agitatod. 

In Ihe 6ruring out of a IItnealOliaJ problem bapti, mal names, es
pecially grouped, have much to do ill delerminio, the fact. io the ca,~ 

The reader who is interested will note that PeglY Terrill', eldest 
daughler i, rec:ordcd in the family Bible a . "Elizabnb P lunkett,N 
wllkh would ,ip.ify that ohc had afo"cn her mother's full name to hotr 
6rst-born. Thus Wt infer that John Willis marricd. Elizahcth P lunkett. 

Returning to lhe Will and its opmin, cla~. "Walt« Shropshire 
'" Othe .. ," who ~rc left. triftin, amount: The cORelu.ion as to the 
place in the family of those """'tione<! i.! wnlwinJ", and CIOn only be 
c>:p\aincd. on the «>njtcture thot \he ShrO\>Ohires were s",p-childrcn 
of John Willi. who P"'" .... "" marricd Elizabeth ao the widow Shrop'hir~. 
T'-e i, a deed of record datod t750 in Orange Count~ showin, that 
John Willi. and Walt .. Shropshir~ a .. ioint "",rdian. of John I.IId 
Ann Shr"P'hite, chiklr~ of the I&te John Shr"P'hi .. , which ~_ 

cootaget the theory advanced. 
There i. a Will utant in Orange County daled T;rtio, of Mr L 

Sarah Turher,,;n~ widow of Edward Turberville, ..mith contain. men
ti"" of Son. John Willi. and William Wil~.; . howin, that her first 
husband was a Willi.. There was no Turberville issue, but Ihcr. 
we .. s.""",1 cltildren, evidently by intermediate hU$band. two ill number. 

10 the beginn;na: of my Wil~ , que. t, I eor.espondcd with the lat. 
Col. Thonus M. G...", of Kentucky, who wao a r~iud ""lIfl"t in 
the ' ...... logy of the Willi, family. It was hi. opinion lhal PqU 
WiIH. Terrill deKelded from William Willi, of CraDey Creek, Glou_ 
~r Couat~. Middkse:.: ........ Iy tt<:ordo ahaw that William Willi. 
a.nd Bridpt Robinson werc married the :lJrd nf June, .685, .nd Wil
liam Wi ni.!, 1011 of William and Bridget Wini!, waS bapt;>:e<! 011 the 
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4th 01 )a"""'1 . • 60;13. And accoming to au.hori.y ci.ed below, must 
have betn tl><- lathrr of John Wilii. of tll< Will of 1762. 

Following tll< dedllCt;oo of Col. Gr«n. it would oecm that the father 
0/ Wiliiam Wi11i., who rnarri"'" Bridg .. Rob;n""", mu;! have bttn 
Henry Willis who died before 1689. (5« W ilii, Fami ly ~nealogy. 
page eI .... n.) Thi. Henry Willi. l.ft five c;J,ildr.n : Francis, William, 
Susa"na, Mary and Aliu. 

W."mo.-eland ='y abound. in ,..;ocds of Willi. and kind,"'" fam_ 
iii • ., as do the adjoining counti ... and I have no doubt that if a 
quest were pul into the hand. of a l"'T""" of ac"",en in such matl.rs 
we might ha". tho: coos..;utin link! in the Willis chain. 

SA_Aft HENDUSOS WIGG"'5. 

(To be continued) 
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